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A Letter from the Directors

Spring 2013

Greetings, Kippewa families!

Can you believe it’s just a couple 
of weeks until our first session 
begins?!  As we are busy preparing 
for everyone’s arrival we know you 
are busy self-addressing envelopes, 
collecting addresses, and tackling the 
packing list, all while trying to finish 

out the school year. It is a busy time, and an exciting time! This is also 
that time of the year when camper and parent anxieties may start to 
surface. Please do not be concerned - this is normal! We are  
here to help and happy to talk through any worries.

Our staff have started arriving and we are in full camp-
mode already here in Monmouth.  As we put on the 
finishing touches, please make sure you are up to date with 
all of your forms and any updates we should be aware of 

to help make this summer’s camp 
experience a success!   

We look forward to seeing all of you very soon!

   Warmly,
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We are happily settled into life in 
Maine.  Please send all correspondence 

to our Summer Address:

Camp Kippewa
1 Kippewa Drive

monmouth, maine 04259

We Moved Up 
to caMp!

Pack your bags!  You’re headed to Cadillac Mountain this 
summer.  That’s right, get excited to see the first sunrise 
in the United States from the middle of Acadia National 
Park!  We’re thrilled to announce a brand new grade-
level trip that we’re adding to the schedule for this 
summer.  You’ll experience all that Maine has to 
offer...and we can’t wait!

9th Grade trIps
Hey 9th GraDe! - Hey WHat?!

http://www.kippewa.com


Greetings, Kippy Girls!

As I am sitting here in my office up at camp, I can’t help but think about all of the 
people what will soon fill Kippewa with energy, laughter, and fun!  Some of the faces 
that will drive down Kippy road over the next few weeks will be old familiar friends, while others will be 
campers and staff that I am meeting for the first time; both types of friends arriving at camp get me 
excited to share everything that summer has to offer!

If you’re attending Kippewa for the first time, it’s normal to think about making new friends and 
getting to know a bunch of new people.  I want to let you know that we work really hard at placing you 
in a bunk with other girls your age and grade who have similar interests as you. When you arrive at 
camp, you’ll meet your bunkmates and counselors. During the first few hours at camp, you’ll take a 
camp tour, get to know your bunkmates, and learn a bunch of Kippy songs. Before you know it, the girls 
in your bunk will be your friends and you’ll have the rest of the summer to enjoy being at camp with 
them. 

If you’re returning to Kippewa we’re sure you’re looking forward to seeing your bunkmates and friends 
from last summer. We love seeing you return to camp year after year and part of what makes that so 
special are the bonds you share while at camp and the people you experience camp with. Camp friends 
share a special type of friendship; and living together summer after summer helps to strengthen your 
connections. Together with your counselors, you’ll learn more about each other, and continue to grow 
into a bunk family.

I can’t wait for all of you to be here!  It’s not until then, that camp really feels like camp.

Jackie’s Journal

xoxoxo
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Big Hugs,

Hey Upper Seniors! We have made the Landsports/
Swim Instruction period into a 3-day rotation just for 
you!  Instead of alternating daily between Landsports 
and Swim Instruction, you now get to select where 
you want to spend more of your time.  Within the 
three day rotation you will select either two Landsports 
and a Swim, or two Swims and a Landsports - 
your choice!  We hope you enjoy this additional 
customization of your weekly schedule!

Camper Forms were due on May 
1st. If you have not yet completed 
your daughter’s forms, please login 
to your myKippewa account and 
submit them to us! When filling out 
your daughter’s Travel and Baggage form, please be 
as detailed as possible. We want to make sure that 
we know exactly how she will be arriving at camp! If 
you have any specific details that you need to discuss, 
please feel free to contact us.  Any forms should be 
mailed to our summer address in Maine!

Upper Senior  
Scheduling

myKippewa Reminder



Kippy Girl Update
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We love SeeinG WHat oUr Kippy GirlS are Up to DUrinG tHe SCHool year!   
CHeCK oUt tHeSe exCitinG piCtUreS, anD of CoUrSe feel free to SenD US yoUr oWn.

At the end of February, 
CHarlotte H. and CHarlotte 
l. had brunch with Jackie in 
Westchester!  

BriGitte a. and GraCe D. got the 
chance to spend some time together in 
Great Barrington, Massachusetts!  

Some of our California Girls recently had their own Spring 
Fling!  allie W., alex W., SyDney W., BriDGet S., and 
GaBi B. enjoyed some ice cream together while talking 
about about camp!

Check out Hope S. 
competing in her first 
horse show earlier this 
spring!  Hope and Homer 
(the horse) both had a 
great time. 

allie S. and emily r. were all 
smiles when they met up during 
Spring Break!  

elena a. and CaSey G. 
met through our pen pal 
program and became 
fast friends!  The two 
can’t wait to head up  
to Kippy.

At the end of March, emily C. and 
Delaney W. hung out in NYC!  Do you 
think these 2013 OCs were up to some 
camp planning!?  

maSon G. and JUlia S. 
were reunited at a Taylor 
Swift concert in April!  The 
girls loved hanging together 
and can’t wait to get back 
to camp.
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  Costume and 
           Library Call It seems crazy to think about the last day of camp 

when we haven’t even started! 

However, we want to extend a very special  invitation 
to all of our families to join us on  the last day of each 
session for our extra  special Visiting Day!

On July 16 and August 12, respectively, we invite 
you to join us at Kippewa to meet  your daughter’s 
counselors, her new (or maybe even old) camp 
friends, take a walk  around camp, check out our 
incredible  art show, sit by the lake and watch our 
waterskiers dazzle you, venture up to the Kippewa 
Stables for the Horse Show, take in a snippet of our 
Dance and Gymnastics Show, or see some selected 
scenes from one of our Theatre Productions! 

After a fun-filled morning, we will come together in The 
Lodge to enjoy lunch together, and the chance to show 
off a few of our Kippy dance 
moves (and maybe a flying 
cake or two!). We guarantee 
you will be impressed with 
our spirit. After lunch, it will be 
time to say some goodbyes, 
and start the countdown for 
Summer 2014!

                            Since we began our Kippy library 
in 2011, we have watched the selection grow 
through the generous donations from our Kippewa 
Families.  The Library has become a popular part of 
our camp culture! We are looking forward to building 
our already extensive collection, and having more 
selections for Kippy girls to read each summer. If you 
have old books hanging around, and would like to 
see them find a happy new home think of us! We will 
happily take them off your hands.

We are always looking for 
additions to our costume 
department, we need your 
help!  Before taking that old 
prom dress to Goodwill or 
tossing out Grandpa’s plaid 
jacket, please send it to us 
at camp. We welcome any 
clothing and/or accessories 
that you would like to share 
with our playhouse. Kippy’s 
future thespians appreciate 
your help!

Visiting Day

“Our campers grow so fast and the life of their camp clothing is so short lived, it makes good sense to re-use and 
re-cycle slightly pre-owned camp garments and accessories. Our children share all of their great camp experiences and 
memories, so it just seems right that they share their camp clothing as well.

Whether you are a first time camp parent or a veteran of many camp seasons, you will benefit from the founder of 
Camp Clothesline’s extensive background as a garment industry executive and highly experienced camp mom of three 
children.

Join the growing number of forward thinking camp parents who are already a part of the Camp Clothesline family. As a 
member of the Camp Clothesline’s community you are contributing to the “green” movement to help preserve our earth’s 
precious resources.”

Camp Clothesline

Check out www.campclothesline.com/kippewa for more information.

Have old Kippy clothes that are too small!?  looking for the perfect vintage Kippy 
shirt?!  We recently discovered Camp Clothesline and wanted to share it with all of you!  

www.campclothesline.com/kippewa


We are constantly sharing photos 
and posting exciting news 
throughout the year. Log on to your 
Facebook account and search for 
Camp Kippewa and LIKE us!

Connect With 

KIPPEWA

Follow us on Twitter:

@campkippewa
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We are proud to announce that starting this summer, through our membership with Maine 
Camp Experience, we will be partnering with the organization DoSomething.org to bring 
social-action initiatives to Kippewa.  Interested 9th grade campers will work with staff advisors 
to create and carry out their own project!  We will send out further details about the program 
shortly, in the meantime though, start thinking now ladies about causes and projects you 
might like to implement this summer!

We will be kicking off the spirit of this new program with Max Cure Foundation’s “Dunk Your Kicks” program - 
something all of our Kippy girls and families can get involved in! Max Cure Foundation is a public charity dedicated to 
advancing cures for pediatric cancer. Used “kicks” are “dunked” into recycling bins and sold worldwide in developing 
countries and to organizations working with low income families. The funds raised from these sales are all put 
towards Max Cure Foundation’s cause.

So... we need your help!  Send us your Kicks!!  Shoes must be used sneakers, shoes used for tennis, basketball, 
running, light hiking and walking trails (other types of footwear not accepted for this program).  Any size, and 
gender.  You can ship them to us, send them to camp on the bus or in your bags, or leave your used shoes at the 
end of the session. 

We are excited to expand community service/social action programs at Kippewa and we are looking forward to 
seeing where our 9th graders lead us!

Dosomething / maine Camp experience 
and Dunk Your Kicks!

As we announced in the 2013 Family Handbook, we have 
partnered with Lice Aunties, a professional company, to 
inspect each child’s head upon arrival to camp. Lice Aunties 
will treat anyone who arrives with nits and/or live lice. 
Kippewa will bill parents for lice treatment at a cost of $325 
per camper. For more information on Lice Aunties and their 
treatment methods go to www.liceaunties.com. While we 
rarely find lice, we feel it 
is safer to examine each 
child rather than risk 
exposing others.  Please 
be sure to check your 
daughters’ head 
periodically for several 
weeks prior to heading 
to camp!

liCe aUntieS 
Partnership

DoSomething.org
www.liceaunties.com


miKe DaviS - tenniS DireCtor

Mike is Kippewa’s very own King of 
the Courts where he reigns over our 
6 all-weather hard courts. Mike’s 
enthusiasm, love for sports, and 
friendships with the campers and 
staff are the reason why Mike is 

making his 13th trip to Maine from Kingston, Jamaica. He 
began his camping career just down the street, at Camp 
Cobbossee, but when Kippy was looking for a Tennis 
Director, he knew that was where he needed to be!

A faculty member at The Queens Preparatory School in 
Kingston, Jamaica, Mike teaches Physical Education as 
well as Tennis to children ages 6-12 in the winters (well, 
if you can call it winter down in sunny Jamaica). He is 
also a tennis pro, offering lessons to adults and children 
throughout the year. Mike’s giant smile and infectious 
laugh make him a huge part of life at Kippewa! There is 
no doubt that after taking a tennis lesson with Mike, you 
will be hooked.

JoCelyn DoWlinG - 
Waterfront DireCtor

Jocelyn and her family 
are very excited to 
be returning to the 
Kippy waterfront this 

summer!  She lives in New Brunswick, Canada with her 
husband, Luke and their 3 children. Jocelyn has grown up 
in and around the water whether it be canoeing, kayaking 
or competitive swimming.  She has been a lifeguard and 
swim instructor since she was 15 years old.

Jocelyn’s swimming career brought her to University of 
Guelph where she competed nationally for 5 years while 
studying to become a Certified Athletic Therapist. Since 
then she has been working for the Mount Allison University 
athletes as their Head Athletic Therapist.

Jocelyn’s free time is spent with her very active family 
including, Ethan (age 4), Will (age 3), and Annabelle (age 
1). They love to be outdoors, camping, hiking, biking or 
just plain old playing. They have even helped her train for 
triathlons and half marathons! Joce and her family are 
looking forward to seeing all of their Kippewa friends, 
both returning and new.  What better place to spend the 
summer then the waterfront of Lake Cobbosseecontee!

alan Clare-  
WaterSKi DireCtor

Aidan and Brett’s “Poppa”, Alan, 
will be joining us for his sixth 
season heading up the water ski 
program at Kippewa, which he 
affectionately calls his favorite place 

on earth. Alan hails from New Zealand where he has 
been coaching and competing in waterskiing at national 
and international levels for many years. He won a number 
of age group national barefoot waterski titles himself 
but realized later that his real talent was in coaching. He 
coached Steve (Kippewa director) to two New Zealand 
national titles before being asked to coach the New 
Zealand barefoot waterski team, a position he held for 
15 years. Upon retiring from that position he returned to 
coaching children, guiding three young skiers to world 
championship level. Don’t worry, yes he knows the basics 
too, including waterskiing with one or two skis, and even 
using a wakeboard!  

Alan believes “if it’s not fun it’s not worth doing”. His 
infectious “Kiwi” humor means everyone has fun while 
learning! With his experience and expertise Alan and the 
other waterski instructors will once again ensure that the 
Kippewa girls receive the very best waterski coaching 
available.

matt anD JaCKie “J” 
manDel - proGram 
DireCtor & DireCtor’S 
aSSiStant

We are delighted to 
welcome the Mandel Family 

Jackie “J”, Matt, and daughters Jessica and Lily ”to our 
Kippy Family! “J” and Matt never forgot the magic of 
overnight camp, where they met in their home state of 
Pennsylvania, in 1984.  (They even got engaged there 
years later!) Years later, these devoted parents and career 
educators are thrilled that their children will this summer 
experience the wonder and nurturing that sets Camp 
Kippewa apart.

Matt, Kippy’s new program director, has nearly 30 years of 
professional experience working with children. Following 
a career in journalism, Matt began his teaching career in 
1994.  He earned the country’s highest teaching credential, 
National Board Certification, in 2010. A two-time teacher-

Meet our amazing staff!
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Continued on next page....
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of-the-year in the School District of Philadelphia, Matt was 
selected for inclusion in Who’s Who Among America’s 
Teachers four times and is a three-time Disney America’s 
Teacher Award nominee.  Matt brings with him over 15 
years of summer camp leadership experience and an 
insatiable desire for fun!

“J” brings considerable skill and experience to her role 
in Kippy’s office and operations department.  Following 
a 17-year career in college administration, “J” earned a 
second Master’s degree and became a full-time teacher 
in Philadelphia, in 2008.  Jackie was the Association for 
Continuing Higher Education’s Educator of the Year in 
2005, and is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Honor 
Society. She has a love (and the talent!) for musical theater 
and has extensive summer camp leadership experience, 
in addition to a few summers as a camper herself!

liz KenneDy-  
JUnior DiviSion HeaD

Liz joins us for her 4th summer at 
Kippewa!  She has spent her last 
three summers working as part of the 
Equestrian Staff. Last summer was her 
first year as Junior Division Head and 
is excited to continue working with 

her “small people”. Liz is originally from Massachusetts. 
She attended school in Madison, NJ at Drew University 
where she studied Theatre Arts concentrating in acting 
and playwriting. She is currently working on training her 
new horse, Cooper, and managing a children’s clothing 
store. Liz is extremely excited to connect with old campers 
and make new friends in 2013!

laUra Jarman -  
loWer Senior DiviSion HeaD

Flying in from Leeds, England for her 
5th summer at Kippewa will be Laura 
as the Lower Senior Division Head. 
Laura joined the Kippewa family 
along with Ginger, Steve and Jeanne 

in the summer of 2008 and apart from going AWOL for the 
summer of 2011 she came back to join us last year as the 
Lower Senior Division Head. Starting out as a dance and 
drama instructor, Laura fulfilled her passion for teaching 
contemporary dance and drama classes before spreading 
her Kippewa wings to the waterfront and helping out at 

waterski. She has a degree in Performance and Cultural 
Industries and has a big love for all things performance, 
especially dance theatre, physical theatre and live music. 
Laura also has a huge passion for travelling and has 
lived on three continents and visited over 25 countries. 
After working as an English and Drama teacher in Hong 
Kong and travelling East and South East Asia, Laura 
has moved back to England where she is working part 
time and studying for a qualification in Counselling 
and Psychotherapy. In the future, Laura hopes to gain 
a Masters Degree in Psychotherapy and also wants to 
see a lot more of the world - especially Japan and New 
Zealand. You can expect to see Laura dancing with insane 
amounts of enthusiasm after meal times, laughing a lot, 
oh, and watch out for her world’s longest handshake with 
Ella our barn manager...!

marGaret StoCKarD -  
Upper Senior DiviSion HeaD

2013 will be summer number five for 
Margaret and her third year as the 
Upper Senior Division Head. In the 
past, she has helped teach tennis 

lessons; landsports classes; newsletter/writing classes; 
and assisted in other various activities, but is excited to 
really dive into the Division Head role this summer with 
her two other fun-loving cohorts! She originally emanates 
from Sweet Home Alabama (Roll Tide!) but is getting 
used to all of the snow up north as she’s been living in 
Boston for the past four years. As a previous nanny for 
Ginger and Steve’s son Aidan,  and a current nanny for a 
family in Cambridge, MA, Margaret pretty much spends 
time with kids all year and cannot wait to return to Maine 
once again. You might find her sporting some neon while 
writing a poem by the lake, as she studied English in 
college and is currently pursuing a few writing projects. 
Her goal is to get some children’s books published as well 
as some poetry while she continues to learn as much as 
she can from the wonderful kids she meets every year. 
She also sponsors three boys from various countries in 
Africa and plans to visit one day and meet all of them in 
person. Oh, and you will also most likely see her at some 
campfires playing her African djembe (large drum), and 
she’s even been known to jam to a Justin Bieber song or 
two!

Continued on next page....

amazinG Staff Continued from previous page.
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elly aleKSiCH -  
tHeatre DireCtor

Elly is excited to rejoin her Kippewa 
family for summer #2!  You may 
remember her from last summer as 
the Landsports Director, however, this 
year to find Elly, you’ll have to check 
the Playhouse. Elly will be our Theatre 
Director in 2013.

Elly’s past experience in performing arts goes back all the 
way to when she was in high school, when she was a 
keen member in theatre, sports, drama club and several 
in and out of school productions. She brings 29 years of 
awesome experiences to share with our Kippy Girls.

Elly’s  family is from Croatia and she speaks Croat and 
some Czech. She has a passion for other languages and 
is keen to learn more Spanish this year. In her freetime, 
Elly loves to play sports, think outside the square, drink tea, 
travel and play drums. Elly is looking forward to her 2nd 
summer at Kippewa. Bring it on!

raCHel ClarK -   
offiCe manaGer & 
tranSportation CoorDinator

Rachel is joining us for her second 
year in the Kippewa office and  
can’t wait for summer to start! With 
plenty of administration experience 
Rachel loves using her skills in the 
Kippewa office.  

Rachel comes from Melbourne, Australia and has 
previously spent some time living in the U.S in California 
and Massachusetts.  When at home Rachel enjoys 
spending time with her family, gardening and horse-
riding.  Some of Rachel’s favorite things at camp are 
pancakes for breakfast, watering all of our beautiful Kippy 
flowers and visiting the barn.  This summer at Kippewa, 
Rachel will be responsible for all things related to planes, 
trains, and automobiles (oh, and buses too!) as she will 
be serving as our Transportation Coordinator!  With her 
attention to detail and superb organizational skills, Rachel 
is the perfect fit for this position.

eD CUnninGHam -  
artS CoorDinator anD 
traDitionS maSter

This will be Ed’s 48th (yes, really!!) 
summer at Kippewa. We are thrilled 
to have him lead us in the many arts 
& crafts activities that Kippewa has 

to offer. Ed believes that our campers learn by having fun. 
Ed loves working with the kids and reports, “we have so 
much fun together.” This certainly is proven true when we 
see Ed working with the OCs, organizing the clam bake 
or in the Woodshop (crowned in 2011 as “Ed’s Place”). 
One event Ed has never seen is our traditional Ice Man 
ceremony. For some reason Ed can never be found when 
the Ice Man appears!

Ed (or Coach Cunningham) recently retired from 
Bridgewater Regional High School where he spent many 
years coaching the high school football team. As a 
retired teacher, Ed fills his little spare time by painting. He 
currently has 20 paintings being shown at a gallery in 
Massachusetts. We feel so fortunate to have Ed on board 
for another fantastic season!

marie Smyly- art DireCtor

Marie Smyly is returning to Kippewa 
for summer number three as the Arts 
Coordinator. She was introduced to 
the counselor experience at Camp 
Winnataska in Pell City, Alabama 
near her hometown of Mountain 

Brook, Alabama. Kippewa became her new camp home 
in 2011 when became the new printmaking instructor. 
Marie returned in 2012 as the printmaking instructor and 
Assistant Arts Coordinator and is ready to come back for 
more drawing, painting, printing, stained glass, jewelry 
making, fabrics, woodwork, ceramics, photography...is 
there anything Kippewa DOESN’T have? 

Marie earned a B.A. in Art, B.F.A. in Drawing and 
Printmaking, and will be returning this summer with a 
brand spankin’ new M. Ed. in Art, ready to teach some 
students the other ten months of the year. She spends 
those other ten months of the year battling humidity in 
sweet home Alabama and yearning for the far less brutal 
warm weather of Maine. Roll Tide!

Continued on next page....

amazinG Staff Continued from previous page.

drums.Elly
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aSHley DaviS -  
lanDSportS DireCtor 

Ashley has been with Camp 
Kippewa since 2010, teaching 
horseback riding for her first three 
years at camp.  Ashley’s love for 
camp is evident in everything she 

does at Kippewa.  In 2013, we are excited to have 
Ashley joining our Leadership Team as our Landsports 
Director.  Although many of you know Ashley from the 
barn, what you might not know is that she has a ton of 
experience playing soccer, basketball and lacrosse, and 
is looking forward to making Landsports both challenging 
and fun.  You’ll see Ashley out on Fenway (and in our 
brand new pavilion) this summer, equipped with a smile, 
and likely, a wolf t-shirt!

When not at Kippewa, Ashley is currently studying Political 
Science at Salem State University and works at The 
Fudgery, a shop in her hometown of Rockport, MA.

lUCy CHave - ropeS DireCtor 

Lucy joins us all the way from 
down under for her first summer as 
Kippewa’s very own Ropes Director! 
Lucy’s passion for outdoor adventure 
flourished at her local climbing 
gym where she met like minded 

experienced climbers who encouraged her to continually 
improve and further her skillset. What started as 
something Lucy thought she’d try has become her full time 
hobby!  You’ll now find her on the wall and even tackling 
the rocks in Australia’s great outdoors!

With Kippewa’s infamous three-sided wall, fit with 
overhangs and exciting challenges not to mention the 
highwire extension, Lucy cannot WAIT for the summer 
to start so she can literally “show you the ropes”! But 
be warned, Lucy’s passion for the sport is contagious 
so prepare to crave building your physical and mental 
strength whilst breathing in the fresh Kippewa air 40 feet 
above the ground!

mary paiGe KoWalSKi - 
eqUeStrian DireCtor

Growing up in Cameron, South 
Carolina, Mary Paige spent every 
summer going to camp, starting in 
2nd grade up through her senior 

year of high school. Once in college she couldn’t just leave 
summer camp as a thing of her past so she became a 
camp counselor. This summer will be her 20th summer 
at camp and her 9th summer running an Equestrian 
Program (5th year at Kippewa, she’s ready for her 
plaque!).

Mary Paige loves Kippewa because it reminds her of 
what camp was like when she went as a camper: full 
of life and fun camp excitement within the setting of the 
beautiful outdoors. Mary Paige had her first pony ride at 
a zoo in Canada when she was five years old and was 
hooked! She rode on the South Carolina Progressive Show 
Jumpers Circuit showing hunters for a few years and then 
went off to college. In college she rode on the Clemson 
University  Equestrian team where she was also team 
president.  Most recently, Mary Paige has become certified 
as a Level III Certified Horsemanship Association (CHA) 
Instructor and is eager to bring her level of expertise to the 
Kippy Stables.

While studying at Clemson Mary Paige earned a degree in 
Equine Business and met her husband, Yuri, who grew up 
in Maine. Mary Paige now conveniently lives only 10 miles 
from Kippewa! Mary Paige and her daughter, Elizabeth, 
can’t wait for another summer at Kippewa; we know 
Elizabeth is a Kippy girl at heart!

ella BraKefielD -  
Barn manaGer

2013 will be Ella’s fourth summer 
working at Kippewa, her American 
home from home! This summer Ella 
will be looking after the horses and 
riders at the Kippy Barn! Ella is from 
England, although currently living and 

working in Scotland in the Summer Camp industry- so 
she is camp crazy! Ella has been riding since she was 7 
and teaching horseback riding for the past ten years. She 
competed in Show Jumping, Dressage and Cross Country 
although now mainly plods around fields on her trusty 
Thoroughbred, Echo who she’s owned since 2003!

Ella loves everything about camp, not only her 4 legged 
friends at the Barn but also the amazing evening activities, 
camp traditions and activities offered at Kippewa, to name 
a few. She can’t wait to wear some fancy dress, dance in 
the lodge, paint some ponies and spend the summer in 
the sun!

amazinG Staff Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page....



- 10 -

Jim SainDon -  
eqUeStrian ConSUltant

Jim is a Mainer, through and through. 
He grew up and attended school 
here earning a BS in education at 
USM. Jim enjoyed a career teaching 
middle school and elementary 
students, but horses have been a 

major part of his life since he was 12. 

He attended clinics, seeking all the knowledge he could 
soak up from experts in all aspects of horsemanship. 
Initially, he trained and competed professionally with 
Arabian horses, accumulating championships at 
competitions in eight states and Canada in class A 
shows, and qualified many horses for national events. 
His proudest moment was when he owned, trained and 
exhibited the first State of Maine bred Arabian horse to 
earn Legion of Merit Award, presented by International 
Arabian Horse Association (1975).

Jim is now the owner of Skyview Farm, right next to 
Kippewa! At this time, he is boarding and training sixteen 
horses and occasionally raising a foal. He previously 
directed riding for Camp Cobbossee and coordinated 
the Kippewa Equestrian Program for over 25 years. Jim’s 
favorite part of the Kippewa connection is watching young 
riders grow with confidence and enthusiasm! Making new 
friends from all over the world is always great, too!

Jeanne yeStramSKi -  
SpeCial eventS CoorDinator  
anD DireCtor’S aSSiStant 

This will be Jeanne’s 6th summer 
at Kippewa. This summer she 
will be working closely with Steve 

and Matt doing evening activities, special events and 
programming.  In the off season, she lives in Groton, 
Massachusetts, working as a substitute teacher in the 
Westford Public Schools while she is going to graduate 
school part time online through the University of 
Massachusetts at Lowell. In the past, she has worked 
on the waterfront at Kippewa as a swim instructor and 
lifeguard, coming into her new role as Special Events 
Coordinator/Director’s Assistant in 2012. She enjoyed it so 
much and is eager to bring some new ideas to camp with 
her this summer!

DeBBie vilarDi - HeaD nUrSe

Debbie is not only our RN in residence 
for the 13th season, but she is a dear 
friend

to all Kippewa families. Debbie works 
hard taking care of all of us. If we 
need a hug or are feeling under the 
weather a quick trip to Nurse Debbie 

in the Pillbox will fix all. Debbie graduated from nursing 
school in Casanovia College in New York State. When she 
is not at Kippy watching the pure enjoyment of life and 
nature, she is homeschooling her children. All 6 children 
have been home schooled by Debbie and “it has been my 
pride and joy to work with my kids every day”.

viCtoria mUrray- HeaD CHef

Chef Victoria Murray joins our 
Kippewa family for her first summer!  
Chef Victoria has spent many years 
in the private catering industry 
throughout Southeast Florida, a 
private island in Maine, and most 

recently has been a chef for a fraternity in Michigan.  
Victoria is looking forward to meeting all of our Kippy girls 
and making sure that we have healthy and delicious food 
to eat while at camp!

raCHel WeBer -  
trip CoorDinator

Rachel is very excited to join the team 
at Camp Kippewa! She has recently 
completed her Master’s degree in 

Social Work at the University of Arkansas (Go Hogs!). 
Rachel has worked with children of all ages in the school 
and foster care settings. She has two great sons of her 
own Tylor (19) and Caleb (15) and lives with her sister 
Amanda and niece Raylee (10) in Northwest Arkansas. She 
has grown up in the Ozark Mountains taking frequent trips 
with friends and family canoeing, camping, caving, hiking, 
and boating. Rachel has previously been a member of the 
Washington County Explorer Search and Rescue crew and 
an event/development coordinator for a local non-profit 
organization in Fayetteville, AR. She can not wait to meet 
the staff and campers of Kippewa and is looking forward 
to a very exciting summer!

amazinG Staff Continued from previous page.
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The first weekend of May new and returning Kippewa girls met up in New York for our 6th annual “Kippewa Spring 
Fling”.  This was a great opportunity for returning campers to reunite, new campers to meet other girls coming to camp 
and for everyone to get to know some of our staff. The girls participated in some entertaining icebreakers, enjoyed 
making bracelets in Kippewa colors, ate pizza and talked about the upcoming summer. New friendships were formed, 
old friends were reunited, and Kippewa girls enjoyed a great introduction to camp and a head start to summer!

Spring Fling!!!



1 Kippewa Drive
Monmouth, Maine 04259

1st SeSSion: .........................................................Saturday, June 22 - Tuesday, July 16 

tWo WeeKS: ........................................................ Saturday, June 22 - Saturday, July 6

firSt SeSSion viSitinG Day: ............................................................ Tuesday, July 16

2nd SeSSion: ........................................................ Friday, July 19 - Monday, August 12

tWo WeeKS: ...............................................................Friday, July 19 - Friday, August 2

SeConD SeSSion viSitinG Day: ..................................................Monday, August 12

family Camp: .............................................. Tuesday, August 13 - Sunday, August 18

IMPORTANT DATES SuMMER 2013

Get ready for another  
   awesome Kippy summer! 


